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U dugovjekoj nakladnickoj djelatnosti Arheoloskog muzeja u
Zagrebu vrlo je rijetko neka od njegovih publikacija doc¢ekivana
s toliko nestrpljivosti kao 3to je slucaj s objavljivanjem prvog
dosadasnjeg hrvatskog izdanja kataloga muzejske Egipatske
zbirke. Potrebu za pojavom takvog izdanja, kao, uostalom, i
mnogih drugih kataloga pojedinih zbirki, doista nije potreb-
no podrobnije obrazlagati. Kad je o Egipatskoj zbirci rijec
potrebno je imati na umu cinjenicu da je kolekcija egipatskih
starina zagrebackog Muzeja jedina za koju se moze kazati da
je sustavno organizirana i u bogatom izboru prezentirana u
Hrvatskoj, a nedvojbeno je znacajna i u Sirem, kako zemljopi-
snom, tako i u sadrzajnom kontekstu. Ukupnim brojem spo-
menika ona, naime, znatno nadilazi slicne zbirke u Hrvatskoj,
ali i u vedini zemalja njezina blizeg okruzenja, premda je
dobro poznato da su egipatske starine u veéem ili manjem
opsegu zastupljene u velikom broju u muzejskim zbirkama i
privatnim kolekcijama, ne samo u Hrvatskoj, nego u mnogim
zemljama Europe i svijeta. Unato¢ nespornoj privilegiji posje-
dovanja tako znacajne zbirke u muzejskom spomenic¢kom
fundusu zagrebackog Arheoloskog muzeja tesko je povje-
rovati da je toliko dugo vremena trebalo cekati na hrvatsko
izdanje kataloga zbirke. Istini za volju treba priznati da je
katalog cjelokupne Egipatske zbirke, jedini koji je objavljen
otkad se zbirka nalazi u posjedu zagrebackog Muzeja, svoje-
dobno tiskan na francuskom jeziku. Rijec je o izdanju autorice
Janine Monnet Saleh s naslovom Les Antiquités Egyptiennes
de Zagreb, objavljenom u Parizu 1970. god. Dogodilo se to,
medutim, prije gotovo Cetiri desetlje¢a. Unato¢ pohvalama
tom izdanju treba ipak kazati da je ta, u svakom slucaju
dragocjena publikacija, osim $to je razmjerno starog datu-
ma i $to nije prevedena na hrvatski jezik, ve¢ dugo vremena
prakti¢no nedostupna. Nju, naime, vise nije moguée nabaviti
pa je, na neki nacin, danas postala svojevrsnim bibliofilskim
raritetom.

Pojedini egipatski spomenici — poglavito je rije¢ o recentnim
akvizicijama, doduse iznimno rijetkima kad je u pitanju takva
vrsta spomenicke grade - u razlicitim su kontekstima objav-
ljivani u relevantnoj strucnoj i znanstvenoj literaturi. Nakon
objavljivanja Ljubi¢eva popisa bogate Kollerove zbirke davne
1889. god., prethodno otkupljene za fundus zagrebackog
Muzeja, pojedini spomenici u odgovaraju¢em izboru objav-
ljivani su i u sklopu razli¢itih izloZzbenih kataloga. Od tog
vremena do danas su objavljena i dva vodi¢a po stalnim
izlozbenim postavima, prvi 1979. god. — autor tog izdanja

In the lengthy history of the publishing activities of the
Archaeological Museum in Zagreb it is very rare that one of its
publications would be looked forward to as eagerly as is the case
for the issuing of the first Croatian edition to date of a catalogue
of the Egyptian Collection. The need for such a publication,
and indeed for many other catalogues of individual collections,
truly does not require any further explication. In terms of the
Egyptian Collection, it should be kept in mind that the collection
of Egyptian antiquities of the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb
is the only such collection that is systematically organized and
presented to the public in an extensive format in Croatia, and it
also definitely has a significant role in a broader context, both in
terms of geography and content. The total number of exponents
is considerably greater that those of collections of the same type
of material in Croatia, but also in the majority of countries in the
near vicinity, although it is well known that Egyptian antiquities
are represented in large or small quantities in museum depart-
ments and private collections not merely in Croatia, but also
in many other European countries and throughout the world.
Despite the undoubted privilege of possessing such a significant
collection among the monuments in the Zagreb Archaeological
Museum, it is still difficult to believe that it took so long for a
Croatian catalogue of the collection to be produced. It must be
noted that a catalogue of (almost) the entire Egyptian Collection,
the only one to be published since the collection came into
the possession of the museum in Zagreb, was once printed in
French. This was written by Janine Monnet Saleh, with the title
Les Antiquités Egyptiennes de Zagreb, and was published in Paris
in 1970. This, however, was almost four decades ago. Despite
the praise for this publication, it should be noted that this
valuable book is nonetheless relatively outdated and was never
translated into Croatian, and furthermore it has been practically
inaccessible for a long time. It can no longer be purchased and
has become, in a manner of speaking, a bibliophilic rarity.

Individual Egyptian monuments — mostly recent acquisitions,
although these tend to be exceptionally rare when such a type
of material is in question — have been published in various con-
texts in the relevant professional and scientific literature. After
the publication of Ljubi¢'s list of the rich Koller Collection in
long ago 1889, previously purchased for the National Museum
in Zagreb, individual selected monuments were published in the
context of various exhibition catalogues. From that time to the
present, two guides were published for the permanent exhibi-
tions, the first in 1979 — written by the then head of the collec-




