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UVOD INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

TiHomila TeŽaK-GreGl

U svekolikoj prošlosti ljudskoga roda, a računamo je na gotovo 
3 milijuna godina, nekoliko je iznimno važnih prekretnica koje 
su u konačnici stvorile svijet u kojemu i kakvomu danas živimo. 
Smatra se da je jedna od takvih ključnih promjena prijelaz 
sa skupljačko-lovačkog načina pribavljanja hrane na njezinu 
proizvodnju poljodjelstvom i stočarstvom. Takva strategija 
opstanka jedno je od osnovnih obilježja razdoblja što ga 
nazivamo neolitikom. Sam naziv dugujemo Johnu Lubbocku 
koji ga je prvi put upotrijebio 1865. u svome djelu Prehistoric 
Times, as illustrated by ancient Remains and the Manners 
and Customs of modern Savages podijelivši kameno doba na 
raniju fazu obilježenu lomljenim kamenim oruđem (starije 
kameno doba ili paleolitik) i kasniju fazu glačanih kamenih 
sjekira (mlađe kameno doba ili neolitik). Prvobitno je, dakle, 
naziv odražavao samo tehnološki aspekt i opisivao razdoblje 
u kojemu je materijalna kultura u tehnološkom smislu bila 
naprednija u odnosu na prethodno. No, istraživanja neolitičkih 
nalazišta i promišljanja o njima ubrzo su pokazala da je to 
razdoblje daleko složenije i da ga određuje niz promjena, ne 
samo materijalnih nego i gospodarskih, društvenih i duhovnih. 
Smatrajući kako je uvođenje poljoprivrede i njezino širenje 
bilo presudno za napredak čovječanstva u njegovoj ranoj 
povijesti, Gordon Childe je osmislio pojam neolitičke revolucije. 
Po njegovu je mišljenju do takve sveobuhvatne i kvalitativne 
promjene moglo doći isključivo revolucijom koja je potom 
omogućila trajno naseljavanje na jednome mjestu, što je 
potaklo gomilanje materijalnih dobara, razmjenu i trgovinu, 
specijalizaciju obrta te porast populacije. Međutim, valja reći 
da ta promjena nije bila ni nagla ni ujednačena, nego postupna 
i dugotrajna, a njezino je širenje ovisilo o brojnim i različitim 
čimbenicima kako na široj regionalnoj tako i mikroregionalnoj 
razini. Dakle, nije bila riječ o iznenadnom preokretu nego o 
dugotrajnom procesu koji je nazvan neolitizacijom i shvaćan 
je više kao prijelaz, a manje kao korjenita smjena strategija 
preživljavanja. Da bi se objasnio sam proces i mehanizmi 
njegova djelovanja, razvijen je niz različitih teorijskih modela.
Prema uvriježenom mišljenju glavne značajke neolitika koje 
ga razlikuju od prethodnih razdoblja jesu gospodarstvo 
utemeljeno na poljodjelstvu i stočarstvu, s time u vezi 
sjedilački način života u trajnim naseljima ruralnoga tipa, 
materijalna kultura zasnovana na proizvodnji raznovrsne 
keramičke robe te primjena tehnike glačanja, bušenja i 
brušenja pri izradbi i obradbi kamenoga oruđa i oružja. Ipak, 
ne možemo reći da su sve to inovacije neolitičkoga razdoblja. 
Naprotiv, sve one imaju svoje začetke već u prethodnim 
razdobljima gornjega paleolitika, epipaleolitika ili mezolitika. 
Prva proizvodnja predmeta od pečene gline, tj. keramike 
potvrđena je još u vremenu gornjega paleolitika o čemu 
svjedoče brojne keramičke fi gurice ljudskih i životinjskih likova 
kao i neki drugi predmeti. Ali masovna proizvodnja keramičkog 
posuđa i drugih utilitarnih predmeta te daljnje oblikovanje 

In the overall past of the human race, and this is counted back 
almost 3 million years, there have been several exceptionally 
vital watersheds which ultimately created the world in which now 
live. It is generally held that one of these crucial changes was 
the transition from the hunter-gatherer way of obtaining food to 
food production by means of agriculture and livestock husbandry. 
Such a survival strategy was one of the basic features of the 
period called the Neolithic. The actual term was coined by John 
Lubbock, who fi rst used it in 1865 in his book Prehistoric Times, 
as Illustrated by Ancient Remains and the Manners and Customs 
of Modern Savages, dividing the Stone Age into an earlier phase 
characterized by knapped stone tools (the older Stone Age or 
Palaeolithic) and a later phase of polished stone adzes (the 
younger Stone Age or Neolithic). Initially, thus, the term only 
refl ected a technological aspect and described the period in which 
the material culture was more advanced than the preceding one 
in the technological sense. However, research into Neolithic sites 
and contemplation on them soon showed that this was a much 
more complex period, and that it was designated by a series of 
changes, not only material but also economic, social and spiritual. 
Believing that the introduction of agriculture and its spread were 
crucial to the progress of humankind in its early history, Gordon 
Childe devised the term Neolithic revolution. In his view, such an 
all-encompassing and qualitative change could only have come 
about by a revolution which then facilitated permanent settlement 
at a single place, and thus prompted the accumulation of 
material goods, exchanges and trade, specialization of craft s and 
population growth. However, it should be noted that this change 
was neither sudden nor uniform, but rather gradual and long-term, 
and its spread depended on numerous and diff erent factors both 
at the regional and micro-regional levels. It was not, therefore, a 
matter of a sudden shift , but rather a long-lasting process which 
has been called Neolithization, and it is understood as more of 
a transition, and less as a radical change in survival strategies. 
A series of diverse theoretical models have also been developed 
to explain the actual process and the mechanisms whereby it 
functioned.
According to the accepted view, the primary characteristics of 
the Neolithic which distinguish it from preceding periods are an 
economy based on agriculture and livestock husbandry and the 
related sedentary lifestyle in permanent settlements of a rural 
type, a material culture based on production of various types of 
ceramic goods and application of polishing, drilling and grinding 
techniques in the production and rendering of stone implements 
and weapons. However, we cannot say that all of these were 
innovations of the Neolithic era. On the contrary, all of them 
had their origins already in the preceding periods of the Upper 
Palaeolithic, Epipalaeolithic or Mesolithic. The fi rst production 
of baked clay, or ceramic, items has been confi rmed in the time 
of the Upper Palaeolithic, to which numerous ceramic fi gurines 
of humans and animals, as well as certain other items, testify. 
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