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The site of Tomašanci–Palača was the subject of rescue archaeo-

logical excavation between 9 October and 8 December 2007 and 

between 25 February and 26 June 2008. The archaeological site 

(AN 22) is located on the route of the Beli Manastir–Osijek–Svilaj 

motorway, on the Osijek–Đakovo section, chainage 53+500 to 

54+300. The excavated surface totals 64,000 m2.

The archaeological excavation was led by Jacqueline Balen, with 

Ana Solter and Ivan Drnić as deputy excavation leaders. The in-

vestigation was funded by Hrvatske autoceste (Croatian Motor-

ways Ltd), which financed all the work during the construction of 

this motorway. Besides the excavation leader and her deputies, 

the team of experts included Ivan Radman-Livaja and Miljenka 

Galić of the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb, graduate archae-

ologists Ana Kordić Galić and Andreja Kudelić, and the following 

students (at that time) of archaeology at the Zagreb Faculty of 

Humanities and Social Studies: Petra Brkić, Katarina Gerometta, 

Anita Ivanković, Snježana Smolić, Nera Šegvić, Iva Šegota, Jana 

Škrgulja, Ivana Turčin and Josip Zorić. 

Location of the site

The archaeological site of Palača is situated by the road leading 

from Tomašanci towards Gorjani (Fig. 2). The site extends over 

the plateau of a loess ridge and its northern slope, and contin-

ues in the flat marshy plain. An unmade road cuts the site along 

the E-W axis, and there are also two drainage channels, one go-

ing in an E-W direction (channel 2), and another in a N-S direction 

(channel 1).

U razdoblju od 9. 10. do 8. 12. 2007. te od 25. 2. do 26. 6. 2008. godi-

ne provedena su zaštitna arheološka istraživanja na položaju To-

mašanci–Palača. Arheološki je lokalitet (AN 22) pozicioniran na 

trasi autoceste Beli Manastir–Osijek–Svilaj, dionica Osijek–Đako-

vo, stacionaža 53 + 500 – 54 + 300. Ukupna je istražena površina 

iznosila 64.000 m2.

Arheološke je radove vodila Jacqueline Balen, a zamjenici su joj 

bili Ana Solter i Ivan Drnić. Istraživanja su financirale Hrvatske 

autoceste koje su bile investitor svih radova na trasi navedene 

autoceste. U iskopavanjima su, kao dio stručne ekipe, uz vodite-

ljicu i zamjenike, sudjelovali: djelatnici Arheološkog muzeja u Za-

grebu Ivan Radman-Livaja, Miljenka Galić, diplomirani arheolozi 

Ana Kordić Galić, Andreja Kudelić i tadašnji studenti Odsjeka za 

arheologiju Filozofskog fakulteta Sveučilišta u Zagrebu Petra Br-

kić, Katarina Gerometta, Anita Ivanković, Snježana Smolić, Nera 

Šegvić, Iva Šegota, Jana Škrgulja, Ivana Turčin i Josip Zorić. 

Položaj nalazišta 

Arheološki je lokalitet Palača smješten uz cestu koja iz Tomaša-

naca vodi prema Gorjanima (sl. 2). Lokalitet se proteže na platou 

grede, njezinoj sjevernoj padini pa se nastavlja dalje u ravno, ni-

zinsko, močvarno područje. Lokalitet je presječen poljskom ce-

stom (smjer Z-I) i dvama drenažnim kanalima, jedan u smjeru Z-I 

(kanal 2), a drugi u smjeru S-J (kanal 1).

uvod introduction

Jacqueline Balen

sl. 1: Zračni snimak arheološkog lokaliteta Tomašanci–Palača (fotografija: 
I. Drnić).

fig. 1: Aerial photograph of the archaeological site of Tomašanci–Palača 
(Photograph by I. Drnić).
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SL. 2: Idealna rekonstrukcija lasinjske kuće s nalazišta Tomašanci-Palača 
(izradio: M. Mađerić).

fig. 2:  Ideal reconstruction of a Lasinja house from the site Tomašanci-
Palača (By M. Mađerić).

udaljenostima pokazuje pravi suživot između njihovih pripad-

nika, uz moguću suradnju pri nekim većim aktivnostima, poput 

obrade polja, što bi predstavljalo njihovo moguće zajedničko 

područje. S druge strane, postoje i pokazatelji o smanjenju za-

jedničkog prostora. Unutar naselja ustanovljene su ograde razli-

čitih namjena. Ograđivanje prostora, njegovo izuzimanje iz onog 

općeg, zajedničkog i stvaranje vlastita prostora, moglo bi ukazi-

vati na postojanje manjih skupina unutar zajednice koje dijele 

jedno naselje.

Rezultati zaštitnih istraživanja pretpovijesnog nalazišta Palača 

predstavljaju tako samo mali dio u sagledavanju pretpovijesnih 

zajednica, kako na jednom makroplanu – u odnosu između poje-

dinih naselja, ili čak grupa naselja, i na jednom mikroplanu – u 

odnosima pojedinaca ili grupa unutar jednog naselja. 

ing of contemporary settlements in locations that are close by 

suggests that their populations truly co-existed, and possibly 

cooperated in conducting some more extensive activities, such 

as cultivation of fields which could have lain in their common 

territory. On the other hand, there are indicators suggesting that 

the common space was shrinking. Within the settlements, the 

presence has been established of fences of various purposes. 

Enclosing a space with a fence, and its separation from the com-

mon space, resulting in the creation of one’s own space, could 

indicate the existence of smaller groups within the community 

that share one settlement.

The results of the rescue excavation of the prehistoric site of 

Palača are but a small element in our consideration of prehistor-

ic communities, at both a macro level (relations among various 

settlements or even groups of settlements) and a micro level (re-

lations among individuals or groups within a single settlement). 


