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THE AVARS
AND
AVAR-PERIOD
SLAVS

(the last third of the 6" century
to the end of the 8" and
beginning of the 9® centuries)

AL

In the middle of the 6™ century, the Avars, Asiatic nomads of un-
known origin and ethno-linguistic association, appeared along
the Byzantine borders in the lower Danube River basin with the
intention of permanently settling in what was then the Byzan-
tine region of present-day northeastern Bulgaria. When they did
not succeed in acquiring the permission of the Byzantine Em per-
or Justinian, they turned to Pannonia, where for alengthy period
(from 548) conflicts had taken place between the Gepidsand the
Lombards. The Gepids were defeated in 567 by an alliance of the
Lombards and Avars, and when a year |ater the Lombards decid-
ed to abandon Pannonia and move to northern Italy, the Avars
were suddenly offered a chance that they readily took advantage
of —they extended their Pannonian possessions in the lands of
the Gepids into the area of Roman-period Pannonia, which had
previously been ruled by the Lombards, establishing an entity
historically known as the First Avar Khaganate, corresponding
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Finds of pottery from eastern Slavonia and western Syrmia
(11*™-13" centuries)

Pottery vessels from the early and high Middle Ages stand out
in terms of their abundance and state of preservation. On dis-
play are 40 vessels (pots and beakers) from nine sites in eastern
Slavonia and western Syrmia. They arrived in the museum in the
period from 1896-1912 mostly through purchase, with the occa-
sional gift, from museum associates or local residents. Pottery
vessels comprise the most numerous group of finds at medie-
val settlements, and although the exact context is not known
for these vessels they are considered settlement finds. Pots are
among the most represented forms of pottery vessels, followed
by lids, bowls, and cups, and they were most often made on a
potter's wheel. The pots are decorated with incisions on the en-
tire surface or merely in the upper section with motifs of wavy
lines, horizontal lines, horizontal interrupted lines made with a
tool (wheel), obligue lines, and often a combination of the above.
The bases of vessels can also feature various motifs (most often
a cross, circular hollows, and webs).
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