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PREFACE

It is a great pleasure to welcome this volume of the SNG for the coin collection of the Zagreb Archacological
Museum.

The coins chosen for inclusion are those from ancient Egypt, from both the Ptolemaic and the Roman periods.
Many such coins have been found in the territory of Croatia in the past, and hoards such as the famous one from
Mazin have both interested and puzzled scholars for many decades. Ptolemaic coins have very repetitive types,
making them hard to classify and we would like to thank Dr. Cathy Lorber for spending so much time in confirm-
ing the attributions. The coins of the Roman period, in contrast, have many different types, a mixture of ‘Roman’
and ‘Egyptian’ types that sometimes seems so diverse that its interpretation is quite bewildering: it is both the most
Roman and the most non-Roman of all the provincial coinages. As a result the attempt to try and provide a full
catalogue for them often seems like one of Zeno’s paradoxes: we get half way there; and then another half; and
another half; and so one; but we never quite reach the end! The Zagreb collection is very strong, and contains a
number of varieties new to scholarship. Its publication will make an important addition to our knowledge of those
often enigmatic coins.

The Zagreb Museum has undergone many changes in the past - some better, some worse - as it has often been in
the centre of European politics and change. It is a real tribute to the tenacity of the curators over the years that the
museum’s coin collection has been so well cared for and so well documented. Ivan Mirnik, in particular, has been
at the helm for many years, himself an able successor to Professor Duje de Rendi¢-Miocevi¢ and Zdenka Dukat; It
is many years since | first met him, then a graduate student in London, working like me under the supervision of
Richard Reece at the London Institute of Archacology, and he was also a regular visitor to the Department of Coins
and Medals at the British Museum. Since those days he has gone on to become the authority on the coinage of the
region, and was rightly honoured with an honorary volume in 2012,

The consequence of the hard work of so many is the volume that we can now welcome and use for our own
research. Unfortunately for the curators, it makes us impatient to see more,

Andrew Burnett
President, Royal Numismatic Society
August 2016
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